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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING MARCH 31, 1978 

1. CUBANS IN ETHIOPIA: WE NOW ESTIMATE AT LEAST 15,000 
CUBANS, OF WHOM MAJORITY ARE COMBAT TROOPS. I UNDERLINED 
THIS DOES NOT REPEAT NOT MEAN THAT LAST WEEK, OR THREE DAYS 
AGO, OR YESTERDAY THERE WERE 13,000 AND THAT NOW THERE 
ARE SUDDENLY 2,000 MORE; RATHER, THESE FIGURES ARE BASED 

ON CONTINUING EFFORT TO ASSESS SITUATION THERE. WE HAVE 
NO WAY TO GET PRECISE FIGURES AND MUST BASE OUR ESTIMATES 
ON INEORMATION AVAILABLE TO US. THIS SHOULD NOT REPEAT 
NOT BE SEEN AS REPRESENTING SUDDEN INCREASE, BUT MERELY 
RESULT OF CONFIRMATION AND PERHAPS RECONFIRMATION OF 
INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. I SAID WE HAVE NO 
EVIDENCE CUBANS ARE ENGAGED IN ERITREA. (WE NOTE LATER 
STORIES EROM LAGOS QUOTING ADMINISTRATION OFEICIAL THAT 
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WHITE HOUSE ESTIMATE IS NOW 16,000 OR 17,000; ALSO THAT 
SOME OF THESE ARE BEING DEPLOYED AGAINST ERITREANS. I AM 
BEING ASKED ABOUT GAP BETWEEN FIGURE I USED AND THAT COMING 
FROM PARTY, AND AM NOTING ONLY THAT I USED PHRASE QTE. AT 
LEAST 15,000 UNQTE.). 

2. OGADEN: I DECLINED OFFER ANY DETAILS ON REPORTS OP 
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FIGHTING IN AREA OR OF ETHIOPIAN MIG RAIDS ON SOMALIA, 

BUT NOTED THAT SOMALIA TWO DAYS AGO CALLED FOR NEUTRAL 
PEACEKEEPING FORCE IN OGADEN TO STOP ALLEGED QTE. GENO- 
CIDE UNQTE. OUR UNDERSTANDING, I SAID, IS THAT OAU GOOD 
OFFICES COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY NIGERIA, IS SCHEDULED MEET 
IN LAGOS IN APRIL TO CONSIDER OGADEN PROBLEM. WE HOPE 
BOTH ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA WILL PARTICIPATE WITHOUT TAKING 
POSITIONS OR SETTING PRE-CONDITIONS THAT WOULD COMPLICATE 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE ETHIOPIA IS 
COMMITTING REPRISALS IN OGADEN; AS A MATTER OF FACT, 

THERE IS EVIDENCE GOING IN OPPOSITE DIRECTION (ETHIOPIA 
HAS INVITED OBSERVERS FROM FRIENDLY COUNTRIES AND CHARI- 
TABLE AGENCIES). 

3. GWERTZMAN HAD STORY MARCH 31 INDICATING U.S. HAS 
DECIDED CONTINUE ACCEPTING SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OE 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES, THROUGH INTERIM PROGRAM AS WELL AS 
PROPOSAL FOR LEGISLATION FOR LONG-TERM PROGRAM. TO 
QUESTIONS, I SAID I UNDERSTOOD PRESIDENT HAS ACTED IN 
THESE TWO AREAS, BUT CAUTIONED THIS WAS BY NO MEANS 
FINALIZED OR ABOUT TO BE ANNOUNCED. THERE MUST BE GOOD 
DEAL OF CONSULTATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND 
WITH CONGRESS. 

4. ON U.S. CITIZEN LOUIS LEFEVRE, RE-ARRESTED BY 
NIGERIANS MARCH 31,1 NOTED ONLY OUR AWARENESS HE HAD 
LIMITED OEFICIAL USE 
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BEEN TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AGAIN, AFTER BEING RELEASED 
MARCH 30 ON DOL. 7,500 BAIL. COOPER 
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